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The Deputy  

Chief Minister of Goa, 

 

The Minister of State for Home Affairs  

of the Government of Maharashtra, 

 

Mr. Pritpal Singh Pannu, Global President of the India-Mauritius Trade and Cultural 

Friendship Forum, 

 

Mr. Sunil Chadda, Secretary General, 

 

Madam Speaker, 

 

Honourable Ministers, 

 

 

The Acting High Commissioner of India, 

 

Excellencies, 

 

Honourable Rajcoomar Rampertab, PPS and Chairperson of the Organising Committee, 

Mr. Suresh Ramburn, Chairperson of IMTCFF – Mauritius Desk 

 

Mr. Deven Maulloo, Conference Director, 

 

Distinguished Delegates, 

 

Members of the Press, 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 
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Good evening. 

 

NAMASTÉ to all our friends from India.  

 

I convey to each and every one of you the greetings and good wishes of the People of Mauritius. 

 

Let me at the outset convey my sincere appreciation and congratulations to Sri Pritpal Singh 

Pannu and Sri Sunil Chadda from India as well as the Mauritius team of the India-Mauritius 

Trade and Cultural Friendship Forum for this laudable initiative.   

 

I understand that over 200 delegates from India are attending this first India Mauritius Global 

Partnership Conference.  

 

India and Mauritius enjoy deep-rooted relations, underpinned by eternal bonds of friendship and 

brotherhood.  

The centuries old love and affection that exist between the peoples of Mauritius and India are 

unmatched.  

 

We are, therefore, pleased to host such a distinguished gathering in Mauritius to further reinforce 

this special and privileged Mauritius-India relationship.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is our earnest desire to have greater and more extensive trade and investment relations with 

India. In my meetings with His Excellency Prime Minister, Sri Modi Ji, we agreed on a long term 

strategic partnership with the prime focus on economic and trade relations.  

Your role, dear business pundits, is central and vital in realising our shared vision and goals. 

 

To realise our shared objective of developing close contacts between the businessmen of the two 

countries, we need a strong framework of cooperation. In this context, I opened an office of the 
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Board of Investment in New Delhi to provide full facilitation to Indian companies which desire to 

do business in Mauritius. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The visit of Prime Minister Sri Modi Ji to Mauritius in March 2015 as Chief Guest on the 

occasion of the celebrations of our National Day was the dawn of a new phase of the Indo-

Mauritian cooperation.  

Five agreements were signed covering respectively cooperation in the field of Ocean Economy,  

Culture, Agriculture, Traditional Medicine & Homeopathy and Sea & Air Facilities in Agalega, 

one of  our outer islands. India also extended a line of credit of USD 500 million for the 

expansion of infrastructure. 

 

India has been our ever-faithful and active partner in the socio-economic transformation of this 

country. Many Indian companies have made Mauritius their second home by setting up projects 

here and by using the Mauritian platform for investment in the region. There are over 100 Indian 

companies in Mauritius across practically all sectors of our economy, ranging from agro industry, 

manufacturing, tourism and real estate, to financial services, ICT, health care and education.  

And I still have not mentioned those who are using Mauritius as their base to set up projects in 

Africa. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Mauritius offers you a myriad of opportunities for investment and business.  

 

In my Economic Mission Statement last year, I highlighted key initiatives that I will personally 

drive and monitor to ensure that we achieve a second economic miracle and propel Mauritius in 

the league of high-income economies.  

 

In this regard, my Government is taking bold steps to increase air connectivity with eastern and 

southern Africa.  
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Last March, we launched the Asia-Africa air corridor. Our aim is to develop a similar air corridor 

from India. Our ambition is to transform Mauritius into an important regional aviation hub that 

will connect Africa and Asia. 

 

We will thus be the bridge between Africa, the Sub-Continent and Asia. We are determined to 

promote all possible opportunities for trade and investment between the two continents. 

 

Mauritius has always seen itself as a natural gateway to Africa. Through our membership in 

COMESA, SADC and the Indian Ocean Commission, Mauritius is a strategic player in the Indian 

Ocean as well as in the Eastern and Sub- Saharan African region. 

 

The second major development is the harnessing of the potential of our ocean economy. Having 

at our disposal some 2.3 million square kilometers of Exclusive Economic Zone, we believe that 

the ocean will be the next frontier for our economic expansion.  

 

Third is our strategy to develop Mauritius into a financial services jurisdiction of substance and 

excellence. 

 

I announced in my Economic Mission Statement last August that the National Stock Exchange of 

India and the Stock Exchange of Mauritius will be entering into a partnership to list and trade 

International financial products in US dollars in Mauritius.  

To that end, a Memorandum of Understanding has been signed and actions have been initiated 

for the setting up of a derivatives and commodities exchange in Mauritius. 

 

I am also pleased to learn that we shall witness another important milestone today itself as 

regards cooperation between our respective financial services sectors. 

 

We rejoice of these developments, the more so as Mauritius is emerging as an International 

Financial Centre of choice for many global corporates and multinationals.  
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I am confident that the India-Mauritius Double Taxation Avoidance Treaty that has been 

reviewed in a spirit of mutual cooperation will open up new opportunities that will further 

reaffirm our country as an attractive jurisdiction.  

 

Moreover, in the area of arbitration, the Mauritius International Arbitration Centre is emerging as 

a regional centre in its own right with the capacity and expertise to resolve disputes.  In fact, last 

May we had the privilege of hosting the bi-annual Congress of the International Council for 

Commercial Arbitration.  

 

 

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

By using the Mauritian platform, Indian companies will be able to make sustained inroads in 

markets comprising millions of consumers with an ever-increasing purchasing power following 

the urbanization trend in many African States. We encourage you to partner with us to invest in 

those new frontiers of opportunities and growth.   

 

I can share with you that the Mauritius Africa Strategy means a lot to me and has all my support. 

We are all for multiplying business initiatives with Africa and I again invite you to join us in this 

exciting journey, engage in sustainable development and capitalize on good returns.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

During my visit to India in October last year, I had the privilege to launch the website of the India 

Mauritius Trade and Cultural Friendship Forum. I recall how my good friend Pritpal Singh Pannu 

shared his idea about organizing this event.  

 

Today, I am indeed pleased to see that within less than a year the idea has been translated into 

reality and it is heartening to see so many of you participating in this conference.  
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I trust that you will take time to discover the various prospects our island offers, in sectors like  

Financial Services, ICT, Manufacturing, Ocean Economy, Renewable Energy, Trade and 

Businesses, Agriculture and Farming, Knowledge and Education, Healthcare and Research, to 

mention but a few.  

 

I pledge the full support of my entire Government for swift consideration of your projects.  

 

My message to you is for us to work together to convert ideas into practical cooperation and 

solid businesses.   

 

I understand from the organisers that they have ensured our friends who are visiting us for this 

conference engage with the most relevant institutions to advise them best on the way forward. 

 

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I cannot end my address today without quoting Sri Narendra Modi, who said:       [I quote] 

 

“Our focus is not just on creating wealth, but also creating value for our societies.  Not just on 

immediate gains, but also on long term benefits.  Not just on sharing best practices, but also 

sharing partnerships, and not just on building bright futures for our peoples, but in being a 

bridge to a more united, humane and prosperous world”. [Unquote] 

 

My final thoughts and words, therefore, would be to reiterate that our relationship is well-geared 

for a prosperous future.   

 

With these words, Ladies and Gentlemen, I have tremendous pleasure in declaring this first 

edition of the India Mauritius Global Partnership Forum open. 
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There is no doubt that this conference will accentuate our special relations, and lead our two 

nations to greater prosperity. 

 

Have a great conference, dear delegates, and enjoy your stay in Mauritius. 

 

Long live the Mauritius – India friendship.  

 

DHANYAVAD 

 

 

 

 


