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Private Notice Question 

 

To ask the Honourable Minister of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and 

International Trade 

 

Whether, in regard to the Trade in Services Agreement6 (TISA), including the 

European Union, the United States of America, the Republic of Mauritius 

and 21 other countries/Parties, he will state;- 

 

(a) the reasons for the exclusion of the People’s Republic of China, the 

Republic of India and the Republic of South Africa therefrom; 

 

(b) if same will be signed shortly; 

 

(c) if the core text and annexes thereof and the Mauritius Market access 

offer have been discussed with all the stakeholders involved therein; 

and 

 

(d) if the European Union has given assurances that same will not weaken 

 public services or allow for the privatisation thereof? 

 

Madam Speaker, in view of the unending negotiations of the Doha Round 

since 2000, a number of WTO members with export interest in the 

services sectors, decided in 2013 to start negotiations on Trade in 

Services with a view to improving rules on trade in services and opening 

up market opportunities in the services sector.  Mauritius joined the 

negotiations in October 2015. It should be recalled that the TiSA market 

represents a services market with nearly 1.6 billion people and a 

combined GDP of more than $50 trillion in 2015, that is, two thirds of the 
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world economy in terms of GDP. The TiSA market also represents some 

70% of world trade in services.  The TISA negotiations brings together 

some 23 WTO members spanning some 50 countries and territories. 

  

 Madam Speaker, as regards to part (a) of the question, I wish to point out 

that the Trade in Services Agreement (TISA) is a plurilateral negotiation 

outside the ambit of the WTO.  Countries may join the TISA negotiation 

on a voluntary basis subject to the concurrence of other participants in 

TISA.   

 

 We were informed that the only country that had sought admission to the 

TISA negotiations was China.  Admission of any country to the 

negotiations has to be accepted by all the parties to the negotiations.  

Therefore it is not known which of the parties did not accept China 

joining the negotiations.  The other two countries did not request to join 

the TISA negotiations. 

 

 

With regard to part (b) of the question, Madam Speaker, TISA 

negotiations follows a two pronged approach mainly text based approach 

and market access offers. Text based negotiations have 16 annexes 

attached to the Core text of the Agreement. In market access offers, TISA 

Member States negotiate the removal of barriers to the export of services. 

Both processes, namely the negotiations of the Core text and annexes and 

the market access offers are being conducted in parallel. 

  

 It should be noted that neither the Core text nor any of the annexes has 

been finalised yet. Attempts are ongoing to stabilise the various parts of 

the Core text and the Annexes.    
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 The sixteen annexes to the Core text cover inter-alia professional 

services, transparency, movement of natural persons and financial 

services. 

 

 Madam Speaker, I wish to inform the House that negotiations on TISA 

are still ongoing.  It is not expected therefore that signature would take 

place in the short term. 

 

 TISA Negotiators are currently in Geneva from 6 to 8 Dec to take stock 

of the progress of negotiations to date and to agree on the way forward.  

 

The TISA Ministerial meeting which was scheduled for 5
th

 and 6th Dec 

2016, has been postponed until further notice due to various political 

variables. 

 

Madam speaker, with regard to part (c) of the question, the Core Text, the 

Mauritius Market Access Offer and the sixteen annexes have been 

extensively discussed with sectoral stakeholders. In fact, more than 60 

meetings have been held with sectoral stakeholders in the services sector 

at domestic level in the course of the TISA negotiations including for the 

establishment of the Draft Mauritius access offer. After  each round of 

negotiations, a debriefing session was held with these stakeholders and 

the position of Mauritius adjusted in the light of the  outcome of the 

negotiations in Geneva.  

 

 In the case of Health and Social Services for example the Sectoral 

representatives were the Ministry of Health and Quality of Life, the 

Ministry of Social Security, the Medical Council, and the Pharmacy 
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Board amongst others.  For Education Services, they were the Ministry of 

Education and Human Resources, Tertiary Education and Scientific 

Research, the Mauritius Qualification Authority, the University of 

Mauritius. For the ICT sector, the Prime Minister’s Office, the Ministry 

of Technology, Communication and Innovation, the Information 

Communication and Technology Authority, the Mauritius Post, the 

National Computer Board, the Data Protection Office, the Outsourcing 

and Telecommunication Association of Mauritius (OTAM), the MCCI 

are involved among others. 

 

 It is understood that these sectoral stakeholders also held consultations at 

their own level. 

 

 The Ministry also recently organized a workshop on TISA. During the 

workshop, 2 sessions were held. Firstly there was an informative session 

followed by questions. Secondly there was a panel discussion on the 

economic and social impact of TISA. Following the workshop, an 

explanatory brief and questions in the Frequently Asked Questions format 

have been posted on the website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Regional Integration and International Trade. In addition, a dedicated 

email address for a focal point for addressing any questions or seeking 

any clarifications in relation to TISA has been provided.  

  

 Madam speaker, the Ministry received a letter from Mr Radakrishna 

Sadien on 8 November 2016 expressing concern about TISA and 

requesting a meeting with the substantive Hon Minister of  Foreign 

Affairs.  A second letter was received on 28 November 2016 whereby Mr 

N. Gopee also wrote to the substantive Minister to request for a meeting 

to seek documents following the holding of the workshop 



5 
 

 

 The substantive Minister has responded to both letters (on 2 December 

2016) drawing attention that the documents have been posted on the 

Ministry’s website since 22 November 2016and indicating that they could 

seek clarifications from the focal point. He encouraged them to seek 

clarifications from the focal point on TISA as required and indicated that 

he would meet with them at a mutually convenient date after they had 

clarified any concerns with the focal point. 

 

As I have indicated earlier, TISA is a plurilateral negotiation involving 50 

countries and territories.  There is common agreement that all services 

that fall under the authority of Government will remain excluded from 

TISA.   

 

 In the draft Market Access offer of Mauritius, all services that fall under 

the authority of Government will remain excluded from TISA. Mauritius 

reserves the right to take any measure in regard to services established for 

a public purpose, including Public Health, Public Housing, Public 

Education, Public Training, Public Transport, Public Postal Services, 

Social Security, Public Utilities, Public Law Enforcement, Environmental 

Services provided by Government owned entities, distribution of energy-

related products by CEB or any other Government controlled entity, 

income Security, procurement of petroleum and petroleum products.  

This is called policy space reservation which Parties are allowed to 

take.  

 

The draft market access offer of Mauritius also indicates that services 

provided at the port, in particular, cargo handling services, as well as 
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cabotage and air traffic rights, are excluded from the scope of the 

Agreement. 

 

Further, Mauritius has also, in its draft offer, reserved the right to provide 

more favourable treatment to insurance services with respect to 

government controlled entities. This is important for entities like the 

Sugar Insurance Fund Board and Mauritius Housing Company Ltd. 

 

Madam speaker, Mauritius has thus taken all necessary steps to ensure 

that public services established for a public purpose are not subject to 

domestic liberalisation commitments. 

 

Further, Mauritius has, in the headnote of its market access offer, 

indicated that it reserves the right to:  

 

•  not take commitments in air access rights  

•  take measures necessary to build the capacity of local small scale 

service providers  

• provide preferential treatment to small scale local service providers 

in relation to procurement.  

• regulate new sectors of activities or new subsectors  

• take measures, fiscal or otherwise to promote the development of 

local service suppliers  

• impose a requirement for professional undertaking employment in 

Mauritius and build skills of our Mauritian counterparts  

• exercise the principle of reciprocity and a fair balance of market 

openness relative to its offers  
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Finally, Madam Speaker I wish to say that privatisation is a matter of 

domestic policy and is outside the scope of TISA. 

 

Thank you Madam Speaker 

 


