
  

Open Letter to Mr. Ban Ki-moon, General Secretary of the United Nations 

Dear Sir,  

The people of the Republic of Mauritius welcome you on our soil.  

The people of our country attach a prime importance of the Charter upon 

which the United Nations was setup and several instruments of the United 

Nations, like the United Nations Civil and Political Rights Covenants, the 

United Nations Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Covenants and all 

other UN Conventions, which codified the advancement of rights of the 

people of the world.  

In this context we would like to take the opportunity of your visit in 

Mauritius, to bring to your attention, two plights of the people of Mauritius 

directly related to violations of United Nations Charter and Conventions.  

First, we would appreciate if you could pay a special attention to the fact 

that the country you visiting has been dismembered during the process of 

its independence, in violation of the UN Charter. Part our territory, the 

Chagos Archipelagos, was severed by the then colonial power, the United 

Kingdom This cause the displacement of some 3,000 Chagossian in the 

most cruel and brutal manner, in order to set up a military base on Diego 

Garcia, one of the Island of Chagos Archipelagos. Despite numerous 

attempts by the Mauritian and Chagossian people, the United Nations has 

not been able to redress the prejudices committed to our people and our 

motherland. We appeal to you to pay special attention to this issue while 

you are visiting us and, to take all appropriate measures in your capacity as 

General Secretary of the United Nations, so that justice be done to our 

people. 

Second, we would like to draw your attention that State of Mauritius has 

been condemned in 27 July 2012 by the United Nations Human Rights 

Committee for violations of Article 25 of the Civil and Political Rights 

Convention, to which the State of Mauritius adhered through its Optional 

Protocol. The UN Human Rights Committee, composed of eminent experts 

and jurists, ruled that part of the electoral system of Mauritius is in 

violation of the Convention. The Committee declared that requirement of 

mandatory classification of a candidate for general elections based on 

‘ethnic-community’ violates article 25 (b), of the Covenant. The UN Human 

Rights Committee, acting under article 5, paragraph 4, of the Optional 
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Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, is of the 

view that the facts before it disclosed a violation of the rights of the 

members of Rezistans ek Alternativ under article 25 (b), of the Covenant. We 

would be grateful if during your visit you could remind the State of 

Mauritius, of its obligation in respect of the Views of the Human Rights 

Committee under article 5, paragraph 4, of the Optional Protocol to the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (105th session) - 

Communication No. 1744/2007, 27 July 2012. The full respect of the State 

of Mauritius obligation to the Optional Protocol is critical to ensure the 

fundamental rights of all citizens, including those belonging to our 

movement, to stand candidate in the next and coming general elections, 

and thus to fully participate in the democratic life of our country.  

We rely on your commitment to values and ethics embodied in the United 

National instruments, charters and conventions.  

We once again wish you a pleasant visit in our country.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Ms. Veena Dholah & Ms. Aichah Soogree 

for Rezistans ek Alternativ 

7th May 2016 

 

 

 

 

 


